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Tnto tho hlatory of every natlon there
Ib woven tho atory of somo one soldler
of low rank whoso valor nnd whoso pa-
triotlsm havo thrilled tho nouls of men.
France. wlth Ita glorloiiB Latour. un-

doubtedly Ieada tho world. A hundred
pocts havo aung and ns many blogra-
phera havo written of hls doeds, but
tlmo does not wlther nor oft telllng
stnle tho beauty of the talo. Conturiea
honce lts appeal wlll bo ns strong as It
is to-day, for it ha:i for lts ohsouco thrco
clements.hnroism, simpllclty nnd love
of country.without which Hfe would
be barron and governmonta could not
endurc.
A generous, klndly eplrlt was Latour

d'Auvergne. The blood of one of tho
greatest nobles of France flowod ln his
volns, but nover dld he show envy or

mallca hecauso tho bar slnlstor rohbed
hlm of tltio or ompty honors. Of
warrior race, ho proved liimself tho
warrlor supreme. He was nearly fifty
years old v/hen France entered upon
that perlod of blood and strugglo al¬
most without parallel in tho history ot
the world. To hlm country moant more
than Klng. In tho army of the Air
ln thc days of the Plrcctory, ho fought
as grenadlnr. Columna mlRht bn shat-
tercd, generals might make mlstakes,
but Latour and hls gronadlors never
wero known to fali. With sword
bayonct he led his men. No task was

too desperate, no oharg'S too hazardous
for hlm. Soon the army rang wttli
storles of hls bravery. Hc was tha
flrst to enter Chambcry, sword ln liand.
In battle ho was all that was gallant,
In vlctory he was all that was mag-
nanimous, fender and htimano. Ho llv-
Cd a llfo of Spartan simpllclty. No nol-
dler coulrl go hungry whllo he liad a

crust of bread: no wounded enemy un-
covered whlle ho had a hlanket ho
could call hls own. Promollon was of¬
fered to hlm a dozen times. but e.vcry
time he dccllned. Ho would be a cap¬
tain, nothlng more.

Dead on thc Fleld of Honor.
Hls examplo was an fnsplration to

thr> itoldiers of France. Men craved to
scrve under the banner of Latour. Tho
grcnadlers developed Into the flower of
the army. When he was Aent to the
Pyrenees he commanded 8,000 men, but
stlll h»» woro the unlform of a captain.
So great a dread dld the enemy have
of the hayoncts of Latour'a Grcnadlers
that the (iorps prot thc name of thc
"infemal column."
From the army of the Pyrenees Napo-

leon sent hlm to the army of tho Rhlne,
and, unable to get him to accept re-
gulnr promotlon, gave to'hlm the tltlc
of "Tho Flrst Grenadler of France." A
wonderful leadcr ho proved hlmself
tlme and time. agaln, but at Obcrhau-
sen, In Bavarin, on June 27, 1SQ0, In tho
hour of vlctory, ho was killed. Never
to slmple soldler was shown greatcr

> honor than to Latour d'Auvergne. The
wholo army of France mourned for hlm
three days, and every soldler set asida
one day's pay to buy a solden urn to
hold hls noble lieart. Hls sword waa
sent to the Church of tho Invallds to
be treasured as ono of tho pricelcss
glories of-France, and then. by order
of Napoleon, who knew how to do
things well, there wag Inaugurated a
custom that continued to thc close of
the empire. At thc muster roll of hls
reglrne-nt cach morning the name of
Latour was called and tho oldest ser-
geant stepped forwanl and answered:
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"Mort au champ d'honneur" (Dead on
the fleld of honor>.

Tlie American Lotour.
America had lts prototype of Latour

'dAuvergne ln, V.'illlam Jasper. The
camo chivalous pplrit, the samo rugged
simpllclty, the samo magnlflcent brav-
ery that Latour dlsplayed characterized
Sergeant Jasper. What does lt matter
If the American soldler appeared upon
a smaller stage and. before a smaller
audlence? What does it matter If he
neither could read nor wrlte? Valor,
patrlotlsrn and modesty aro qualitle3
of the heart. What does it matter that
the placo of hls birth la ln doubt and
that hls Krave Is unmarked? His name
is none tlie less secure,
Out of obscurlty Wllliam Jasper lift-

cd liimsolf on the 28th of Jtlnc In that
vlvld year of 1776. A Brltish flcet was

attacking Charlcston, S. C It was the
flrst blg cngagement of thc Revolution-
ary War. To dispute the passage of
Brltish ships tho Amcricans had con-
structed a fort on Sullivan Island. The
fort was a crude affalr of palmetto loga
and sand bags, and only the front of
It was completed. On Long Island, Just
below Sullivan Island, the Brltish had
landed a large force of troops, com-

manded by Slr Henry Cllnton, whlch
were to cross to Sullivan Island and
attack the fort from the slde and rcar.
To oppose Cllnton 400 or 500 Americans.
mostly picked riflemen, under Colonel
Thompson and General Muhlenberg,
¦were etatloned at the east end of Sul¬
livan Island.

If Cllnton's force effeeted a landlng

the fort was doomed. The British shlps
passed the fort and took a posltlon
off the western end of Sullivan Island:
the shlps would be out of dangcr and
the garrlson would be helplcss, for
the fort was open on that slde.

Only SIouKrle Kne-i.
General Charles Lee, who had been

sent by Washington to command the
troop3 defendlng the Southern sea-
board. thought lt folly to expose the
men lu the fort to the fire of the Brit¬
ish shlpa. He bellevc-d the cannon
balls of the warshlps would make
short work of the rude defenses and
he feared the whole garrlson would be
slaughtered or captured lf the shlps
passed the fort. Colonel Wllllam Moul-
trle, who was in charge of the fort,.
dld not have Lee's milltary experlenco,
but he knew more about the resisting
force of. Sand and palmetto and he
also had no end of falth in the flghting
qualltles of the men wlth hlm. The
shlps of the British were of the best
of the time. They threw a welght of |
metal sufflclent to crumble any ordt-
nary fort. *The troops under Cllnton
were British regulars, classed as the
best flghting men of the world. The I
Amerlcan fort, hastlly put up, only j
half finlshed and defended by men
whose experlence ln warfare was con- j
flned prlnclpally to Indian warfare,
seemed but a scant shleld for the clty.
There was some hope that the

marksmen under Thompson and Muh-
lenberg mlght hold CUnton's men
back for a tlme, but thls was a hope
only.
On balcony, on roof and in church

steople the people of Charleston gath-
ered to witness so much of the contest
Sphlnx, Syren, Thunderbomb, Ranger

they could. Above Fort Sullivan
they could see the -new South Carolina
flag of Independence. It had a blue
body and ln an upper corner was
crescent. The'stars and strlpes had
not come into service at that tlme. So
long as the people could see the flag
on Fort Sullivan Charleston was §afe.
Wlth beating hearts the 'watcliers

saw the stately warshlps form in line
of battle and move upon the fort. The
Actlve, Brlstol, Experiment and Sole-
bay led. Then came the Actaeon,
and Frlendshlp. They saw the flag-
shlp of the commodore, Sir Potor Par-
ker, come abreast of-the fort, and then
It seemed in an Instant that fort and
shlps were turned into volcanos.
Fltishes and roars, thunderous crashes
and great volumes of smokc followod
each other at lntervals of only a few
seconds. Soon tho amoke obscured
most of the vlow and they could see
only the flag of Independence and tho
topmasts of the warships. How tha
tldo ofi.battle went they could not tell,
but they watched the flag. Hour after
hour they heard tho thunder of the
guns. So long as It lasted the clty was
safe, but they relled moro on tho flag
above the fort. Once in a whlle a
cloud of smoke would hide lt from
vlew, but not for long.

The Fall of tUc FIng.
.Hlgher and hlgher rose the splrlts

of tho watchers as the hours passed.
Suddenly at the heighth of their joy
the flag went down. From housclop
and belfry went forth the cry that tho
fort had fallen. It was taken up and
carrled throughout tho clty. A sort
of pauic possessed many of the people.
Tho thlng'**they feared and expected
had happened, and now that it had
come to pass they wero' at a loss what
to do. Some made hasty proparatlons
to leave tho clty.
Othors ran about almlessly. To those

who woro alarmod tho fact that tho
thundor of tho guns contlnued incroas-
ed their fright at flrst, but then pcr-
plcxed them. Why was tho cannonad-
Ing kept up lf the fort had surronder-
ed? Wero tlio British so morclloss as

to contlnuo tho slaughter? Then there
camo tho suggestlon that mayho tho
fqrt ha(i not surrendored; maybo tho
llght stlll was on. Whlle they wero in
ilouht thero enme first from ono stoeplo
aml then another a cheor that told
its own story, a ehoor that brpught
joy to' tho hearts of many who had
been deep in dospalr, Tho flag of In-
dopendonco waa floatlng onco more
nbovo the fort.

lt was not tihtll ]ato that nlght, for
the buttlo lasted until riearly 0 o'clock,
that thoy heard tho story of how t.ho
flagstaff, whleh' lurrt-troan tho. must of
ti, sehooner, had h'oon struok by u cun-
non hall aiul rivon. Tho flag Itself had
fallen outsldc tho fort. Working at
ono 6C tho guns along wjth Marlon and
his mon was Sorgeant Jaspor. Ilo had
boen ono of tho ilrst to voluntocr when
thero waa a cnll to arius. Ho was only
twonty-slx,
As tho flag tell hc looked alsnuiyea.

He had been one of. those to ralsc lt
that morning. Then the look of dis-
may faded and one of resolution took
its place. Tho fire of the Brltish vas

incessant. A hail of shot was passlng
over or strlking tlie fort. That mat-
tered llttle to JaspejvHo leaped on the
parapet and walked nearly lts whole
whero the flag had. fallen. Picking
length before he reached the spot
up the standard lio fastened lt to a

sponge staft and then set the staff
flrmly upon a bastlon. The flag wavlns
once more, he Jumped wlthin the fort.
That was all.
Walking Into the Jaws of death to

savo tlie flag was not the whole ser-
vlce Jasper 'rendered. Above all
other things his servico was in typify-
Ing at that moment the splrlt of the
American people. Such an act at such
a tlme and under such conditlons
means more than any ordlnary deed of
valor.

The Vanqulahcd Flcet.
lt was a wonderful story the peo¬

ple of Charleston got Pieccmeal that
night. The Brltish fleet that had ad-
vanccd so proudly to blow the crudo
fort off the faco of the earth had rc-

tirod shattered and beaten. The coni-

modore was wounded. Captain Mor-
ris. of tlie Brltish. was mortally injured.
Forty dead and seventy wounded was

the stbry of the flagshlp. With the
Fxperiment the talo was as had almost,
for twenty-three dead and seventy-slx
wounded was the talry. With the
other vjessels the casualtles were llght
comparatively, but all suffered. Three
that tried to got past the fort. to sweep
lt from the west grounded on a shoal,
and one of the three, the Actaeon, was

burned by the Brltish to save lt from
capture.
And General Cllnton wlth Lord Corn-

wallls and his troops fared almost as
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badly. The sharpshooters at the east- j
ern "end of the Island had waited
patleptly untll thc flatboats carrylng
the Brltish regulars got well wlthtn
range and then opened fire. 'Twas use-

less to attempt a landlng under such
a fusillade. .Several times, the Brltish.
attempted It. Ea'ch time they were

driven. bjick,. .,.p;inc}lng H wa3 but a

useless slaughter, Clinton gave it up.
Sad indeed was'the procesnlon that

left Charleston Harbor the day after
the battle." Ot the fleet scarcely a ves-

sel but was Injured. Of the army,
which was to ovcrrun tlie Southern
colonles, lt had been defeated, if not

disgraced, by voluntecrs. And of Moul-
trie's men only ten were killed and
twenty-two wounded. Moro than a

thousand shot were plckod up about
the fort. Hundreds of shells that camc

into the fort fell into a moat in the
middle of the works, the water of
which extlngulshed thc fuses beforo
tho fire reached the powder. The pal-
metto logs had proved ndmirable for
defense. The cannon balln sank. into
thelr soft, spongy pulp and remalned
there. They sent out no spllnters
either.

I.IIce I.ntour,

As- the vanqulshed fleet salled away
and all Charleston rejolcod, poor Jasper
and .some others among the defendera
found lt more ditflcult to face a grate-
ful people than a hostiio foe. To Jas¬

per, the Governor of the State, John
Rutledge, afterward Chief Justico of
tho Unlted States, presented his hand-
some sword and thanked him in the
name of his country. A lieutenant'a
commlsslon, too. was offered to hlm.
Nelther sword or commlsslon would he
take, "X am but a sergeant," he de¬
clared. "I am not flt to keep offlcers'
company."
Sergeant he Avaa and sergeant he

would romain. No argumont could al-
tcr hls determlnatlon. To kcep hlm
busy and g've ample opportunlty to
hlm to oxercise his keon wits a roving
commission was glvon to hlm. As there
was more actlvity ln Georgia.than about
Charleston, he went there, and^nany
aie the exploits wlth whlch ho Js
credlted by tradition. As humane as

he was brave, it is said he never in-
iurcd an enemy tinnecessarily. but o

story of distress or of wrong would
stlr hlm to great emotion. One of tho
best stories about his doings whlle
an Independent rover is connected with
a tale of distress. Tho Brltish had a

camp at Ebener.er, Ga. and had taken
a prlsoner named Jones there prepara-
tory to'sondtng him to Savannah for
trlal. Jones had been a loyallst and
then had turnod Contlnontal, a capital
crlmo In the eyes of the Brltish. The
night of the capttiro Jonos's wlfe sent
word lo Jasper, begging hlm to save

her husband's life. When tho message
reached Jasper hc had only ono com-
panlon, Sergeant Newton. He know
Jones nnd such othcr prlsonors as
wero sent to Savannah would be
under heavy guard, but ho and Nowton
started at once. Savannah was In pps-
scsslon of the Brltish. A few milo.s
out from the city on tho road from
Ebenozer thero was a sprlng at whlch
Jnspcr know thc guard and the prlson-
ers would lialt. For this polnt Jasper
nnd Newton mndc all speod. Onco
there they hld in thc buslies.
As they expected. tlui guard and thc

prlsoners atopped to slaka their thlrst
and rcst. K}ght men made up tho
guard, Two of. the elght renmlned
wlth thc prisoner's, whlle thc other
slx stackeil thelr muskets iigalnst a

treo and prncertlefi to drink. Walting
for what they consldered tho oppor-
tuno moinent, Jaspor nnd Newton crept
out from the tlilcket, solzcd two of
tho muskntH and shot the two guards

; who lind been left wlth tho prlsoners.
Then they overnwod thc other si'x who
worc at tho spring.
The prlHoner.s, vvho were ln Irons,

soon wern frccil by Jasper; tho guim
of tho fornier guards wero put Into
thelr hands, and from tho slu'lng near
Savannah tho men who had beou the
prlsoncrs niaiched tbclv fornier guards
to thc American camp at Jurysvllle.

lt rcads ltko romance, but-tt Is not.
The BPi'ing ls Known to.duy ua Jasper's

Spring. t

Savannah. j
"Up and down through Georgla he I

roamed, battllng wlth loyallst or Brlt-
on, flghting tne good llght as best he'
kr.ew, until what seemed to all to be
the great oecaslon arose, when, in Oc-
tober, 1779. French and Amerlcans com¬
bined to wrest" Savannah from the
"British. For. two years the clty had
boen ln possesslon of tho cnemy, and
now a French flect, acting ln conjunc-
tlon wlth Genoral Llncoln's force, had
the British bottled up. The arrival of
tho French fleet had been a^ surprlse
to the British, who woro ill'prcpared-
for serlous attack. Had Count d'Es-
talng, who commandod the French,
more sklll ln warfare and less ln let¬
ter wrltlng, ho could have forced the
British to surrender. But he waated
most valuable tlme. Hc wrote pom-
pous and gruncllloquent manlfestoes to
General Prevost. which the British
general read carefully, dlgested
his lelsure, and did not answer untif
tho last mlnute, nnd then In a splrlt to
brlng another communicatlon from the
count.
Of course, the count wrote agnln, for

he dearly loved to use his pen and tell
of his achlevemonts and predlct what
he was golng to do when ho started
the works once more; but whlle the
count wrote tlie British general worked.
Whereds the defenses of Savannah had
only twcnty or thirty guns when tho
French tleet arrived, they had 100 or
more when Count d'Estalng thought
it. tlme lo quit wrltlng and begln flght¬
ing. The clty, from one that would
havo fallen before a well-dlrected at¬
tack, had been transformed Into ono
that gave every advantago to the de-
fenders.
The assault was made on October 9

and the main stormlng party was dl-
rected agalnst a redoubt on Spring
Hlll. Thls stormlng party was com¬
mandod by D'Estalng. in porson, ns-
slstecl by Genoral Llncoln. Fng and
dnrkuess permltted the allles to get
closo to the redoubt beforo they were
discovered, but as dayllght dawnod
thoy were subjected to a frlghtful ilre.
Thelr rnnks wero declmated and the
wholo force thrown Into oonfusloit.
Twice tho allles reuchod the pnra-

pct and planted thelr standards. tlicre.
One of tho banners was the f.lly of
France; the other was the hluo and
crescent ilag of Independence which
Mrs. Elllott had glven to Moultrle's
reglmcnt threo days after the battlo
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ot Charleston. and whlch Moultrle and
all hls men had sworn to defend to
the end. The French standard haa
been raised by one ot B-'Estalng a alds,
and ns he ratsed lt he fell, plerced
by a musket ball. The flag of the Sec¬
ond Carolina Reglment had been
planted by Eleutenants Hume and
Bush. They. too, fell mortaily wound-
ded. The banner drooped and fell, and
liioutenant Gray; who next took lt
upon hlmself ;o ralse it, met a lika
fate.

Savliijithe Rnnner. *

Few officers of tlie Carolina regi-
in'ent were left. Tho atfack had falled,
but the banner of blue, with. the
llberty crcscent was not to trail ln
the dust. When Gray fell, Jasper,
who had been sorelv wounded early
.ln the action. strugsJed through the
dltch,' up the parapet tind replaced the
flag whero it had been planted by
Eleutenant Bush. To touch that flag
eoemed to mean death that day, for
no sooner had Jasper set it on tho
parapet, than he. received a second, and
thls-tlme, a fatal wound.
Sufferlng tho most agonizlng pain

from thls second wound, Ja3per held
his banntr steady for a time, and theffi
realizlng that lt would fail Into the
enemy's hands If tl re'malned there,,
ne suiumoned all his wanlng strength
and carrieU thc flag back to hls com¬
pany.

"1 havo got my furlough." he mur-
mured as he was carrled dylng from
the fleld.
The banner he.dled in gnving was

captured later, in Charleston, when
that city surrendered to the Brltish,
and now ls one of the war trophie3
to be seen in the Brltish Museum.
Sergeant he was in hls flrst battle

nnd sergeant he was in his last. Llke
Eatour, greater honor was shown to
hlm than to many a general offl'cer. In
tho city of Savannah there ls a noble
monument perpetuatlng hls deeds. Ho
ls shown wlth tho banner held ahlgh.
There ls Jasper Squaro named <in hla, j
honor. and there ls a Jasper county ;
to tcstity to the State's regard. ."]

But South Carolina, the land of hl»
blrth, the State uni^er whose flas;
he fought and savlng whose colors h«.,
dled, has dono llttle In remembrance'
of her gnllant, though humble son.
Maybe some day the Second Carolina,
will take. a lenf out of the book of
Napoleon. Maybe at the mustor ralt
of the reglment the name of-Jasper
wlll bo called and the oldest sergeant;
ln th« Bervice wlll step forward and
answer, "Dead on the Fleld of Honor.":
(Copvwrlght 1910, by Rlchard Splllane.)


